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CONNECTED SPEECH

Connected speech refers to the way sounds change and blend in continuous spoken language. This means that
the sounds of the following sentence are different if analyzed in isolation or as a continuous stream.

SOUNDS IN ISOLATION SOUNDS IN CONNECTED SPEECH
Would - you - like - a - cup - of - black - coffee? Would you like a cup of black coffee?
/wud/  /ju/ /latk/ Jer//kap/ /ov/ /bleek/  /kofi/ /wad3zjo larke ka psv blee kfi/

This phenomenon affects changes in:
=  sounds eg. /wud/ /ju./  —/wadzje/
= boundaries between words eg. /knp/ /ov/ = /ka pav/
WEAK FORMS
Function words (i.e. words that show the grammatical relationship of words in a sentence and have little
meaning when used in isolation, e.g. the, and, to, etc) tend to be unstressed and their length and quality

reduced.

The following is a summary of some high-frequency function words and their pronunciation forms, including
contractions (e.g. fam Vs I'm).

am ®m ju: jo

am/ m you
are a:(r) a(r) your joulr) jaln
is 1z oz/z/s he hi: hi/i
was woZ waz Personal him him m
were w3:(r) walr) pronouns she i i
do du: de her h3:(r) ha(r) 7/ a(r)
does daz dez us AS as
Verbs
have haev hev /av /v them dem dam
has haez hez/ez/z/s and send and / an
had haed had /ad /d Conjunctions but bat bat
can kaen kan than daen dan
could kud kad a el )
would wud wad /ad/d Articles an &n an
should Jud fed the ai: 3i/ 38
to tu: te any eni ani / ni
at et ot g] dcjlgcf:itriw\i/tees some SAM som
Prepositions = of oV av such SAtf sotf
for fa:ur) fa(r)
from from from Adapted from: Kelly (2000:74)

Speakers generally produce the weak form of these words, unless these words appear at the end of a
sentence, like for example in 'You're from (frem) Russia' Vs ‘Where are you from (from)?’
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LINKING

Linking (also known as liaison) is a process in which the final sound of a word or syllable connects to the initial
sound of the next.

The following are common examples.

SOUNDS DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE

VC+C The final consonant links to the following vowel. My dog is black and white.

VCC+V The last consonant in a cluster links to the following vowel. I found out that Bob broke his left arm.
Cc+C Two identical consonants blend into one longer consonant. They found a quick cure in a short time.

A stop followed by a stop or affricate: the first stop is not

GG released.

My pet cat entered the big church.

Words can also be linked by adding an extra sound between two vowel sounds.

SOUNDS DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE

/i/ +V Be / able

/e1/ +V ) ) ) Say I it
Add a semi-vowel /j/ between the words as a link to the

following vowel.

/ar/ +V My 7 own

/o1/ +V Toy I art.

/u/+V Blue ¥ _ink

Jou/ vV Add a ;emi—vowel /w/ between the words as a link to the Go ¥ out
following vowel. D

/as/ +V How ¥ are you?

Spa " owners

Add a /r/ sound between the final and initial vowels. This is a
V+V phenomenon that only appears in certain varieties of English Media " event
(e.g. British English).

Isaw " adog.

Adapted from: Celce-Murcia et al. (2010)

ASSIMILATION

Assimilation is a process in which a sound changes and becomes more similar to a sound that comes before or
after it.

The following are common examples.

That pie
/= /p/ /t/ changes into /p/ before /p/, /b/ and /m/ That boy
That man
That coat
/Y =k /t/ changes into /k/ before /k/ and /g/
That gun
Could be
/d/ = /b/ /d/ changes into /b/ before /p/, /b/ and /m/ Could play
Could match
Should come

/d/ = /9/ /d/ changes into /g/ before /k/ and /g/
Should go
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/n/ =/m/

/n/ = /n/

/s/ = /[/
/s/ + /i =/
/z/ = /3/
72/ + i/~ 13/
AVENAVENA V4
/d/+/j/—/d3/

/n/ changes into /m/ before /p/, /b/ and /m/

/n/ changes into /n/ before /k/ and /g/

/s/ changes into /[/ before /[/

/s/ changes into /[/ if followed by /j/
/z/ changes into /3/ before /[/

/z/ changes into / 3/ if followed by /j/
/t/ changes into /t[/ if followed by /j/
/d/ changes into /d3/ if followed by /j/
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Ten percent
Ten boys
Ten men
One king
One girl

This shirt
This year
Cheese shop
Does your..?
Last year

Would you..?

A type of assimilation can also be observed in the following examples.

=  haveto /haev/ /tu./ — /hefta/

= hasto /haez/ /tu./  — /hesta/

= usedto /juzd/ /tu./ — /jussta/
DELETION/ELISION

Deletion (also known as omission and elision) is a process in which a sound disappears or is not clearly

pronounced.

The following are common contexts in which this phenomenon can be observed.

= /t/and /d/ in consonant clusters
» complex consonant clusters

= /a/ insome unstressed syllables

=  /v/in'‘of /ov/ before a consonant
» /h/and /&/ in pronouns
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